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source of trouble to the rubber manufacturers in earlier
times, but the substitute makers of to-day have learnt how
to produce a neutral product. What is also important
is that the liability to decomposition has been greatly
lessened. The author can now testify to samples having
withstood the action of sunlight for four years without
showing signs of decomposition. It used to be the common
thing for white substitute exposed in a bottle to sunlight to
turn into an oily mass in a few weeks. AH an industry,
the substitute manufacture has the drawback of being a
very disagreeable one for those closely concerned, owing to
the fumes of the chloride of sulphur, and many are the
stories which could be related of the troubles in which the
pioneers of the manufacture found themselves involved.
This was owing, it must be confessed, a good deal to the
indifference with which they regarded the rights and
convenience of their neighbours. As hinted already, the
competition of the business is such that the man with
ten pounds capital who bought a wooden tub, some oil,
and a bottle of chloride of sulphur and set up manufacturing
under a railway arch, has been compelled to desist by
a concatenation of adverse circumstances. The more
substantial firms in whose hands the business now lies,
and with whom it forms only a branch of a more general
trade, have adopted means whereby the nuisance arising
from the fumes has been largely done away with.

Passing on now to the dark or French substitute, it
would seem that this was the first in the field. For a long
time, certain French firms had a practical monopoly of it
as the actual process of manufacture was not understood in
other countries. This cannot, however, be saicl to-day, and
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